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The lasi thing one expects 1o hear in 4 summer
resort area fike Magshead, N.C. {8 a Britlsh seeent,
But when you ordered a brew from the bar at the
Foosball Palace, o local arcade, you would have been
served with perfect English courtesy and a Britlsh
elip in reply.

Mosi Americans are extremely corious aboui “dif
ferent people’” and the guy was constantly being
questioned with " Why are you here?” “What's it like
in Epgland™ and “Do you know the Gueen?™

Kevin Bean, part-time bartender and full-time st
dent at Leeds University, alwayvs answered as polite-
Iy as possible even If his andwers sounded a teifle pat.
BUNAC (British Universities North American Club)
brought him and numerous sther British stadents o
the United States for an extended "holiday.”

British aludent exchange

BUNAC is a form af student exchange thal allows
British students Lo work in America for a three
month interim between school sessions. Aboutl one
hall become summer camp counselors and the others
= "ihe lucky ones,” according to Hevin — oblain
work pormits, To obtain werk permits the student
either must have a pob waiting for him or her or have
relatives in the States, Kevin [alls into the latter
category,

He arrived at John F. Kennedy alrport ia New
York Clty near the end of June. Everyone in the
BUMAC group was required to stay ai the YMOA {or
orfentation elasses. Group members weres given
various kinds of information, ranging from what to do
in an emergency Lo avoiding certain areas, Le., areas
of gh anempleyment.

Muost left for jobs of summer camps after two daya.
Eevin and twoe Seoismen, Archic and [an |whose
nickname is "Chug™) decided to stay for a few days to
#ee Lhe sights.

At firsi, they weni the typical tourist route: going
to the Empire State Building, the Warld Trade
Center and the United Mations building, Then they
hit the bars and got to know MNew York on its own
level, "Irish bars wore the best,” he said. " They gave
4% free drinks and ope offered me a job.”

And what would a trip to New York be without

ting propositioned? At Times Sguare, all three

were simultaneoosly solicited wia & brochure being
handed out by representatives of n local brothel.
Eewvin summad it up ax, “"New York is a niee plaee Lo
visit but 1 wouldn's want Lo live there,”

After four days and an enormous amount of
meney, Hevin, Archle and Chug decided to head
south. After almost deciding to hiteh, four ether
BUNAC students offered them a share in a rented
ear us far as Petorsburg, Va.

“Seven peoplo and their luggage in a rented sedan
was better than hitchhiking.” Kevin said, “but not by
much,”

Al a rest stop on the New Jersey Turnpike, Kevin
ran into the word "restroom.” He had asked 8 man
where the ioilets were and the man told him the
resirooms wers “that way,” Kevin thought the man
was talking aboul something else and replied,
“Thank yeu bul whers are the tolletsT™

Another first was having Iree refills on coffes And
tea. This floored the trio when a wailress refilled
their cups and didn't add it to the hill, Some things
are taken for granted hore.

The trio was dropped off at an intersiate intersee
tidin outside Petirsburg at 6 a.m. Kevin almost got
Fun over crossing two fourlane highways to reach a
triack stop. They asked around for a good resort aréa
and wiere tald to go to Nagshead, N.C. Our, by now,
exhausted threcsome caught a bus to Nagshead via
Richmond and slept most of the Lrip.

The bus pulled into Miller's Drugstore, Nagshead's
main bus stop, and let off three grubby and tired
men, Bul at the sight of the sand and the sea, Kevin
fell in love with the beach and the rest of the sumemer
wis decided: working in Nagshead.

Kevin sald kis holiday was made up of “sleeping,
working, getting drunk and . . . that's aboul it."

Personnlly he came to the States for vacation pur-
poses and to visit hiz relatives. Alter gradustion at
the end of this school term, he plans on applying his
double major of physics and computer science at a
job with IBM United Kingdom Ltd. ilimited is
equivalent to the American incorporated.)

(dnee he beging his job, a spare wock, much less
three months, would be diffieult to come by for a
vaention. So he felt he should take advantage of the
situation when it prosented itself.

Baeaides the United States, Kevin has travellod in
Wales, Franee, Spain, Belglum, Holland, West Ger
many. Seolland and Romanda. The most valuable
pssert of his visit bas been “learning the slang, *Real
Iy’ and "Have s nics day’ = no, don't put that down.
The experience. Experience is the best henafit in the
warld.”

Az to his impression of Amerienns, he had already
formed ane at Leeds with the American students he
had contaet with. Kevin sald they vary; the tourisis
and lecals In Magshead are iwo dissimilar groups,
Clothing Is the most distinet difference from Rritaln,
The blue-and-groeen plaids and so-called golf slacks
wiolld be something ke would wear to be eopsidered
outragenus at homa,

Another autrageoos thing we Americais do is rais
tea. Kevin was horrifed al the way tea was made and
then, of all things, jeed!

The majpority have been very friendly, especially
the student age,

“And then there are these women jourpalisis,” he
anld, “whe come up and ask yoo aboul Amoeries.” The
major difference |3 that American women, besidies
being more straightlorward, “love me aceent.”

Stroag political beliels

Kevin plan holds definite politleal views, He |s
strongly opposed to the Irish Republican Army,
socinlism, communism. terrorist groups and loft-
wingers. He 18 pre-nuclear, likes England's Prime
Mintster, Margaret Thateher, and whole-henrtedly
approves of Reagan's stand on the air controllers”
strike,

“Wish Thatcher would do that with the coal
miners,” he zaid.

Kovin deseribes himself as vory conservalive, very
right-wingish. Leeds, be said, is full of libecals who

keep semiing money o the IRA, which he feels
should bo spent on Leeds' studenis,

Eaevin Bean is & prime example of what work and
study exchange programs can do to stimulate our
own customs and ideas by experiencing those of Jdif-
ferent pmplq.

And, by the way. he doesn’t know the Quean.

caught a bus to Hagshead, H.C, where he spent the rest of
the summer bartending at an ancade.



